John Fiske

location of the school were the reasons for placing
him under the charge of Mr. Chase.

Edmund's regular studies at the beginning
were English grammar, Latin and Greek gram-
mar, arithmetic, algebra, geography, with attendant
exercises in reading, spelling, penmanship, and com-
position. It is worth while to note in this list
the entire absence of many studies which are now
universal in primary education in both public and
private schools, such as nature study, elementary
physics and chemistry, music, art. The advantages
of these latter studies Edmund did not enjoy until
his college period and then only to a very limited
extent. In view of the important work of John
Fiske in interpreting to his time the truly human-
izing studies, the thought arises, in passing, would
the influence of his life-work have been greater had
his early educational training been directed to these
modern "humanities" as well as to language, his-
tory, and mathematics?

Edmund continued in Mr. Chase's school until
April, 1853, and here he was brought into close com-
panionship with boys of his own age as well as with
boys much older than himself. His studies were the
first consideration in his mind and along with them
wait an ever-expanding range of home reading.
He readily made himself amenable to the school
discipline and soon distanced his classmates both
in deportment and in his studies. His proficiency
and the regard he received from the teachers made
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